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The Cordoba Declaration 


From October 14-17, 1999, thirty progressive 
activists and researchers assembled in Cordoba, 
Spain, for a European strategy session, solidifying 
an international network and movement 
challenging the increasing power of corporations. 


While corporate power is not a new phenomenon, 
in the last decade, the political activities and 
influence of corporations have reached new levels 
-- threatening the pursuit of democracy and social 
and environmental standards. The growing gap 
between rich and poor, loss of livelihood, cuts in 
social services, mass unemployment and the 
scapegoating of immigrants are some glaring 
examples of this trend. In addition the 
privatisation of essential services such as health 
care, housing, education and utilities prioritizes 
the realisation of profits over public interests. 


Important factors contributing to the rise of 
corporate power include the process of 
globalisation and the rise of  neoliberalism. 
Following trade and investment liberalisation, 
mega-corporations operating on a global scale 
increasingly dominate economies. In the pursuit 
of international competitiveness, governments 
adopt regulations and free-up economic resources 
to serve the needs of corporations to the 
detriment of people and the environment around 
the world. 


Corporations have organised themselves in a web 
of lobby groups on the national, regional and 
global level, such as the European Roundtable of 
Industrialists and the International Chamber of 
Commerce. They have benefited from the 
ongoing transfer of political power to anti- 
democratic international structures such as the 
European Union and the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO). Far reaching corporate-state alliances 
have emerged in the last few years, such as the 
Transatlantic Business Dialogue (TABD). They 
show a chilling reality of how far policies are being 
shaped around corporate priorities. Also, the 
increasingly close liasons between the United 
Nations and business is an unacceptable trend. 
Another central element of corporate political 
power is the rise of a multi-billion euro public 
relations (PR) industry and media corporations 
which work with business in manipulating public 
perception on a wide range of issues where 
commercial interests are at stake. 


Campaigns on climate change and international 
trade and investment treaties -- such as the 
Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MAI) and 
the World Trade Organisation -- as well as the 
growing revolt against genetically modified foods 
and movements against  privatisation and 
deregulation in the South provide  inspiring 
examples of how diverse social movements are 
challenging corporate power. 


The time has come to intensify our efforts to 
structurally challenge the political activities and 
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power exercised by corporations and their lobby 
groups. This means rejecting the current agenda- 
setting role of business and anti-democratic 
alliances between corporations and states. 


Limiting economic concentration and dependency 
on mega-corporations is a necessary part of any 
attempt to roll back corporate political power, and 
allows the social and environmental agenda to 
reclaim political space. Codes of Conduct and 
other voluntary i¡nitiatives have proven to be 
insufficient and to be primarily corporate 
strategies to protect and further their own 
interests. Enforceable standards for corporate 
social and environmental behavior are imperative. 


European Union leaders are meeting in Tampere, 
Finland to create "a common political and judicial 
space against crime and for European citizens' 
freedom". In fact, they are constructing a 
'“fortress Europe' that contributes to the rise of 
xenophobic, racist and chauvinist sentiments and 
an EU-wide security system that is also targeting 
legitimate expressions of popular opposition. At 
the same time, the European Union is developing 
the military capacity to serve European corporate 
interests worldwide. 


As the next steps in our efforts to roll back 
corporate power, we have agreed to work 
together to: 


- Work to share information and strategies to 
challenge corporate power (direct action, critical 
shareholder campaigns, corporate watchdog 
activities etc.); 


- Expose and challenge the major corporations 
involved in the public relations industry; 


- Expose the impact of the Transatlantic Business 
Dialogue on government regulations and 
institutions and the political influence gained by 
large companies through this anti- democratic 
corporate-state alliance; 


- Prevent WTO negotiations on new issues and 
demand a full independent review of the impact 
of the Uruguay Round agreements on people 
and environment; 


- Reject the "Global Compact" between the United 
Nations and international business as it is based 
on the flawed concept of self regulation by 
"corporate global citizens'. 


Cordoba, 17 October 1999 


Signatories: 


Belen Balanya, Corporate Europe Observatory / 
Ecologistas en Accion, Spain - Tony Clarke, Polaris 
Institute, Canada - Ann Doherty, Corporate 
Europe Observatory, Netherlands - Timo Doherty, 
Netherlands - Ramon Fernandez Duran, 
Ecologistas en Accion / Movimiento contra la 
Europa de Maastricht y la Globalizacion, Spain - 
Mark Gavalda, Amazonia sin Petroleo, Spain - 
Olivier Hoedeman, Corporate Europe Observatory, 
Netherlands - Helen Holder, A SEED Europe - 
Jean-Philippe Joseph, Coordination pour le Control 
Citoyen de l'OMC, France - Tony Juniper, Friends 
of the Earth, United Kingdom - Axel Koehler- 
Schnura, Coordination against Bayer Dangers / 
Association of Critical Shareholders, Germany - 
Tom Kucharz, Ecologistas en Accion / Movimiento 
contra la Europa de Maastricht y la Globalizacion, 
Spain - Tarjei Leer-Salvesen, Norwatch, Norway - 
Eveline Lubbers, Buro Janssen en Jansen, 
Netherlands - Volkmar Luebke, Verbraucher 
Initiative, Germany - Adam Ma'anit, Corporate 
Europe Observatory / A SEED Europe - Teemo 
Matinpuro, Finnish Peace Committee, Finland - 
Greg Muttitt, Corporate Watch, United Kingdom - 
Mikael Nyberg, journalist/researcher, Sweden - 
Claudia Peter, journalist/researcher, Germany - 
Carola Reintjes, National Coordination of Fair 
Trade, Spain - Judith Richter, researcher, 
Germany - Klass Ronnback, Friends of the Earth, 
Sweden - Amit Srivatastra, TRAC / Corporate 
Watch, USA - Antonio Tujan, IBON Foundation, 
Phillippines - Erik Wesselius, Corporate Europe 
Observatory, Netherlands 


For furhter information, please contact on our 
behalf Olivier Hoedeman paxaranGOantenna.nl 





Canadians Launch Campaign Against 
Upcoming World Trade Talks 


OTTAWA, October 20, 1999 


New talks at the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
could end up handcuffing democratic governments 
even more severely than last year's proposed 
Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MAI), say 
members of the Council of Canadians, the 
Canadian Labour Congress, the Sierra Club of 
Canada and the Polaris Institute, who today 
announced a national campaign aimed at halting 
the upcoming talks. 


"The WTO contains no minimum standards to 
protect the environment, labour rights, social 
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programs or cultural diversity, yet it has already 
been used to strike down a number of key nation- 
state environmental, food safety, and human 
rights laws," said Maude Barlow, Council of 
Canadians. 


Among the deals already brokered by the WTO is 
the General Agreement on Trade and Services 
(GATS), which critics say could be used in the 
upcoming talks to launch an assault on public 
health care and education. The United States and 
the European Union have already said they want 
to see national health care systems opened up to 
foreign competition. Opening up the GATS for 
minor changes could allow them to do it. 


"The WTO is alone among international institutions 
in having the authority to challenge laws, policies 
and programs of countries that do not conform to 
WTO rules and to strike them down if they are 
seen as too 'trade restrictive,'" said Tony Clarke of 
the Polaris Institute. 

The Council of Canadians website: 
http://www, canadians.org/ 





“The Rocky Road to Seattle” 


The caravan of about two dozen international 
activists that will be crossing the United States to 
spread the message that "free trade," or corporate 
globalization, is at the heart of many of the 
world's ills is to be represented by every 
continent, from Bangladesh, Bolivia, Canada, 
Germany, India, Israel, Mexico, Nepal, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Panama, the United States and West 
Papua. But, if the experience of Gopal Siwakoti 
'Chintan', Executive Director of INHURED 
International (International Institute for Human 
Rights, Environment and Development) and 
General-Secretary of National Concerns Society (a 
national network of local movements and 
activists), and six of his peers is repeated, others” 
requests for visas will be denied. “The verbal 
reason was that they are not “clear about our 
intention,*” he said, “and they were implying...the 
objectives of the Caravan and the Seattle 
meeting. l had a letter from Washington 
University in St. Louis for a visit because we are 
going to have a big USAID-funded joint program 
with the Tribhuvan University where | teach 
human rights and international law, and | am a 
Lecturer, and a project director for Nepal. We also 
have invitations for four persons to attend another 
international conference of Association for 
Research on  Nonprofit Organizations and 
Voluntary Action (ARNOVA) in Washington, DC 


from November 4 to 6. But, they just ignored all 
these letters and financial guarantees. They did 
not even look at them and said, 'we do not have 
to.” | insisted again and again, but was ignored. 
We all were mistreated...and verbally abused. 
They were also questioning our organizations and 
our personal integrity. They were very abusive. It 
was a terrible humiliation for all of us!” Following 
is the text of the letter: 


“Dear Visa Applicant, 


This office regrets to inform you that it is unable 
to issue a nonimmigrant visa to you because you 
have been found ineligible under the section(s) 
checked below of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, as amended. 


[* ] Section 214(b) Requires that every applicant 
for a nonimmigrant visa establish entitlement to 
nonimmigrant visa status under section 101 
(a)(15). You have not shown entitlement to 
nonimmigrant status under section 101(a)(15) ( ) 
because: 

[* ] You have not shown that you have sufficiently 
strong family, social, or economic ties to your 
place of residence to insure that your projected 
stay in the United States will be temporary. 


No further consideration can be given to your visa 
application unless at a later date you have new 
information or documentation to present. 


Sincerely 
(signed) 
Counsel of the United States of America" 


Senegal: the people's urban economy 


The main hypothesis underlying this article is that 
the PAZF (African Countries in the Franc Zone), 
faced with potential increases in value of their 
reference currency, are likely to  suffer 
devaluations, which are more  costly than 
otherwise, whether on social or on economic 
planes. To avoid these, what is needed - rather 
than sporadic agreements and declarations - is 
long-term action on the basic economic factors. 
The stimulation of local production - notably by 
empowering the people's economy - should be a 
priority, both for the PAZF themselves, and for the 
EU institutions responsible for the monetary policy 
of the Union. 


The monetary instrument, while ¡it can be 
favorable to making adjustments, gives no help at 
all in avoiding them. Now the main problem of 
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the PAZF is the fact of having small economies 
which are extremely sensitive to shocks from 
external sources. That being so, their main effort 
should be directed to limiting their dependance on 
external factors. And in fact they already possess 
an important tool for working towards this result : 
the people's urban and rural economy. This 
expression, already taken up by the European 
Commission, covers a multitude of activities which 
have been flourishing in third world countries, 
filling the gaps in "loose" modern economies - so 
termed because they lead to an unbalanced 
development, with growth (if there ¡is any) 
enriching a small number, and a total lack of 
safety nets. 


As was the case in the Industrial Revolution, 
society must secrete its own forms of protection. 
But where, in Europe, society as a whole had 
taken the dive into modernity, and could react by 
creating trade unions (modern groupings of 
workers), in the developing world this function is 
generally assumed by traditional forms of 
solidarity. So it is that the PAZF have experienced 
the growth of a number of family or community- 
based activities producing goods and services. 
What distinguishes these from more "modern" 
activities" is that the profit motive, although it 
plays its part, is not the only factor involved. 
Contrary to the dominant tendencies of the 
globalized economy - which seeks to throw off all 
outer restraints on its movements - these locally- 
based activities set the pattern of an economy 
which is woven into the fabric of society. Instead 
of determining the whole series of social relations, 
it is itself part and parcel of very dense networks 
of relationship, and must find ways of 
compromising with other motives. Profit has its 
place, of course, but local culture and solidarity 
are there to limit certain  devastating 
consequences. And if this economy does not 
seem really apt to produce the surplus necessary 
for rapid growth and diversification, it does permit 
large sections of the population to face up, more 
or less successfully, to the transformations which 
are asked of them. For instance, small retail 
trading enables many poor people to cover their 
consumer needs at a lower cost - and this not 
only because nearly all goods can be divided into 
small portions, but also because they are mostly 
local wares, whose prices are significantly lower 
than those of foreign produce. What is more, 
these are often family businesses, procuring 
employment and income for a large number of 
people. Besides, small industries can provide a 
living for communities, which can organize them, 


collect the profits and  re-distribute these 
according to social considerations. 


But the people's economy is not restricted to small 
activities bounded by the family circle or the local 
community. In Sénégal, women's savings and 
loans banks form an interesting example of an 
activity originally limited to one neighbourhood, 
which branched out on a large scale. The first of 
these banks was founded at Yoff, a district of 
Dakar, in 1987, where a few women managed a 
budget of 3.8 million francs CFA (8 000 dollars). 
Ten years later, the founders had  trained 
hundreds of women who had at their disposition a 
sum of 100 millions of francs CFA. To-day, 400 
million francs CFA circulate throughout Sénégal, 
and enable thousands of people to have recourse 
to neighbourhood credit which - in banking 
conditions as usually defined - would be 
inaccessible to them. This shows how social and 
economic interests can be reconciled. In countries 
where there is only a small middle class, and 
where budget deficits are persistant, the scarcity 
of private or public savings prevents the creation 
and development of many activities. So, the 
people's economy, which overlays a good deal of 
what has been called the informal sector, does not 
consist solely, at the present time, of small-scale 
enterprises having little influence on the volume of 
national production. According to the Senegalese 
Ministry of Planning, the informal sector 
represented 50 to 55 % of GNP in 1996. 


These facts make it understandable that such an 
important part of the economic activity of these 
African countries of the Franc zone cannot be 
overlooked by those responsible for monetary 
policy. The people's economy turns out essentially 
local productions, whose cost, relatively accessible 
to the poorest classes, makes them an important 
substitute for imported goods. This means that ¡ts 
development is, in the long term, a factor of 
balance in external trade - which, in turn, is a 
major factor in determining the value of the 
currency. For this reason, those in charge of 
economic policy in the PAZF should do all that can 
be done to stimulate activities susceptible to 
attenuate their dependency on external factors. 
This is the price to pay to avoid, in the future, 
raising new fears linked to devaluation. This is 
also in the interests of the EU, which will be called 
upon to manage monetary policy on behalf of the 
member states. As the PAZF become less 
dependent on external factors, they will develop 
more of their own productions, and the yoking of 
their currencies to the euro will be less costly for 
the EU institutions. 
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The long-term challenge is the creation of a vast 
zone of co-prosperity, which could benefit Europe 
just as much as the African partners. This goes 
beyond the realm of competence of monetary 
policy, which can only ever be one instrument 
among others. Let us wager that no excessive 
importance will be attached to it, by one side or 
the other, to the  detriment of  real-life 
adjustments, which call for a consolidation of the 
people's economy. 


Karim Dahoo 
http: //attac. org/senegal/ 





Landmark pay equity ruling released 
today 


Ottawa, Wed Oct 20, 1999 

The Federal Court of Canada handed down its 
decision on pay equity today, ruling in favour of 
federal public service workers in a landmark pay 
equity ruling. The Public Service Alliance of 
Canada (PSAC) immediately urged Ottawa to 
implement the ruling which could cost the 
government as much as $5 billion. 


"It's a victory for all workers," says acting PSAC 
President Nycole Turmel. PSAC spokesman John 
Baglow said, ¡it means “a vindication that women 
are not second-class citizens in this country." The 
Court upheld a decision by the Canadian Human 
Rights Tribunal which ordered the government to 
pay federal workers about 13 years of back pay. 
Government lawyers had appealed that decision 
arguing that the tribunal used a flawed formula to 
arrive at the  settlement. Treasury Board 
President Lucienne Robillard hasn't said whether 
Ottawa will appeal the decision to the Federal 
Court of Appeal. 


The legislation orders the government to pay its 
female and male employees similar wages for 
work judged to be of equal value. Most of the 
200,000 current and former employees affected 
by the ruling are women, many of whom are 
single mothers or single women living on fixed 
incomes. Closing the wage gap between female 
and male employees for work judged to be of 
equal value is a legal requirement under the 
Canadian Human Rights Act. 


Rendezvous with ATTAC 


From this issue to the next one here is the list of ATTAC meetings around the world. For more 
information, please see: <http://attac. org/fra/cale> 





e Wednesday: BRUSSEL (BE) - ILE DE LA REUNION (FR) 
e Thursday: RUEIL MALMAISON - ANGOULEME - SAINT BRIEUC 


e Friday: ANGERS - SAINT GILLES 
e. Tuesday: PARIS 15 - NEVERS 


+ Wednesday: ILE DE LA REUNION - LA CIOTAT - REIMS 


